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CORRESPONDENCE. 



Communication in Reference to Publication of United States Su- 
preme Court of Reports. 



To the Editor of the Virginia Law Register, 
Dear Sir: 

Owing to unavoidable delay in publishing the official reports of the 
Supreme Court for the last term and to the strong interest felt by 
many lawyers in the time of their publication and the method of pro- 
curing them in the future, I trust you may feel justified in publishing 
the enclosed statement, or at least a condensation of it, in the next is- 
sue of your journal. 

From the increasing number of inquiries now being made, it is evi- 
dent that many lawyers do not know the cause of the delay and that 
some of them have somehow been misled into the belief that a special 
order must be sent the Superintendent of Documents for each book or 
pamphlet. Some have been misinformed about the price, and some 
seem to assume that publication of the advance parts may seriously 
protract the delay of the bound volumes. 

Your aid in removing these misapprehensions will be greatly ap- 
preciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ernest Knaehel, Reporter. 
The following is the statement referred to in the above letter. 

Last July, Congress passed an act (Public No. 872) providing for 
the publication of the Official Reports of the Supreme Court in the 
Government Printing Office and for their sale to the public at cost of 
production, including a part- of the appropriation made for the main- 
tenance of the Reporter's Office. This did away with the method of 
publication through contracts between the Reporter and private pub- 
lishing houses, which had obtained from the beginning. The last con- 
tract of that kind expired with the publication of Volume 256, which 
completed the reports for the October 1920 Term. The letting of a 
new contract to cover the opinions of the 1921 Term was impractica- 
ble, owing to the pendency of the legislation, to the expectation that 
it would be enacted long before it actually was, and to definite indi- 
cations that, when enacted, it would supersede the contract method. 

For various reasons, incident to the ending of the old contract and 
the legislative change, editorial work on the opinions of the 1931 Term 
was seriously delayed. Time also was consumed by administration 
preliminaries under the new law, and in making necessary prepara- 
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tions in the printing office. Notwithstanding this, however, grati- 
fying progress has been made. The reports of these opinions will be 
contained in three volumes to be numbered 257, 258 and 259, all of 
which it is confidently expected, will be published in bound and pam- 
phlet form before the close of the year. 

The act provides for advance parts as well as bound volumes, when 
ordered by the Chief Justice. It was decided to issue a small edition 
of these pamphlets, four to a volume, sufficient to meet the require- 
ments of public officials and of those lawyers who may desire them 
notwithstanding the delay. These, as heretofore, are made from the 
plates used in the final volumes and, therefore correspond with them 
in page numbering. It is believed that their publication will not de- 
lay the bound volumes, and it is known that the prompter dissemina- 
tion of the opinions thus made possible will be of convenience to 
many, besides helping to detect errors in the plates. Three numbers, 
containing three-fourths of the opinions of Volume 257, have been is- 
sued at this writing. The price is twenty-five cents per number. The 
bound volumes will follow the corresponding pamphlets as soon as 
the plates can be re-examined and corrected and the tables and in- 
dexes completed and plated. According to present estimates, the price 
of bound volumes will be about two dollars and ten cents each, pos- 
sibly a little more, possibly a little less. It will be fixed in the near 
future when the work has progressed somewhat farther. 

Especial attention is directed to the fact that it will not be neces- 
sary to send in a separate order for each pamphlet or volume pur- 
chased. Standing orders with adverse deposits will be received by the 
Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington, D. C, and the publications will be mailed, as issued, to the 
addresses given, as long as the amounts kept on deposit suffice to pay 
for them. 



